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What a great time it is for Lafayette water polo!  Thank you for your generous donations to 
the Lafayette Water Polo Foundation and for your interest in keeping water polo a priority 
in our community. 

HIGH SCHOOL RESULTS 
The Acalanes boys ended the season 13-10, losing in the NCS quarterfinals against 
Miramonte by a score of 15-11.  This year’s MVP Jake Stone, a junior, was the lead scorer in 
both the final game and the season (91).  Senior Bennett Winther had 73 goals.  This year’s 
Most Improved player Senior Jed Wood was excellent in his first year as goalie, and senior 
Jacob Parker was a top defender after taking his junior year off from polo.  Junior Max 
Stryker recorded a balanced season of 24 goals and 26 assists.  (Pictured above: Bennett 
Winther.  Pictured below: Boys 2017 Varsity.  Photo credits Lisa Dirito) 

 

The Acalanes girls lost a nail-biter semifinal NCS game to Monte Vista in sudden death 
(double overtime), 9-8.  Outstanding players in the game included Jewel Roemer, Claire 
Rowell, Ava Donleavy and Bella Wentzel.  The Lady Dons ended their outstanding season 
21-5, and the highlight was beating Campo in front of an ecstatic home crowd.  Team 
awards were presented to Jewel Roemer for Outstanding Player; Bella Wentzel for 
Outstanding Defense; Lexi Rowell for Outstanding Offense.  Lauren Etnyre was given the 
Lady Don award, Brooke Westphal the Coaches’ Award, and MB Hefflefinger the Most 
Inspirational.  (Pictured below: Varsity Girls. Photo credit Deanna Wentzel) 



 

The JV girls had a terrific season with a record of  18-8.  They placed 3rd in both the 
Acalanes Tournament and the Western States’ Tournament. There were many season 
highlights, with beating Campo twice (Go Dons!) and finishing 2nd at DALs leading the list. 
Grace Gebhardt was awarded the MVP for the season, and Caroline Schirmer was the All 
Around awardee.  Both Emma Miller and Anna McCarthy were awarded Most Improved. 

 



(Pictured above: JV girls at the 2017 Awards Banquet, from top, left to right, Lily O’Toole, 
Emma Workman, Grace Gebhardt; Anna McCarthy, Shayna Parker, Caroline Schirmer, Mala 
Neuman; Sarah Bone, Emma Miller, Coco Fellner, Kate Walker, and Valeria Reggi.  Photo 
credit Deanna Wentzel) 

The JV boys posted a record of  12 wins and 13 losses.  All field players scored at least three 
goals on the season, showing that everyone on JV got a chance to play, learn the game, and 
score.  Charlie Bettencourt had an outstanding year, recording a team-leading 66 goals. 
Jay Mills had 24 goals and 19 assists.  Mike Winther, Peter Archer, and Scott Murphy scored 
21, 16 and 15 goals, respectively.  Mike, Charlie and Scott moved up to Varsity for NCS. 
Highlights for the season included beating both De La Salle and Las Lomas two out of three 
times they faced them, and beating Drake by a score of 12-4.  (Pictured below: JV Boys. 
Photo credit Lisa Dirito) 

 

A big thanks to all of the Acalanes coaches for their time coaching the teams: Misha Buchel, 
Pat Reid, Chris Lanier, Donna Elliott, Russ Stryker, Bill Stryker, and Jack Fellner. 

ACCOLADES 
USA Water Polo girls Academic All-Americans include Bella Wentzel, Kylie Walker, Kyra 
Friedman, Nicole Chapman, and Lexi Rowell. 



USA Water Polo boys Academic All-Americans include Alex Archer, Casey Conrad, Henry 
Huchingson, and Bennett Winther. 

 

DAL 1st team All-League was awarded to Jewel Roemer, Lexi Rowell and Bella Wentzel for 
girls, and Jake Stone for the boys.  (Pictured above: Jake Stone. Photo credit Lisa Dirito) 

 



(Pictured above: Varsity Juniors Annie Stryker, Alex Fellner, Kylie Walker, Kyra Friedman, 
Sarah McCandless, and Lexi Rowell.  Photo credit Deanna Wentzel) 

DAL 2nd team All-League picks were Brooke Westphal and Kylie Walker on the girls’ side, 
and Max Stryker and Bennett Winther on the boys’ side. 

DAL Honorable Mention went to Ava Donleavy and Jacob Parker. 

COLLEGES 
Girls water polo Letter of Intent Day was November 8, and we’re proud to announce that 
Lauren Etnyre has signed to play at Indiana and Bella Wentzel at UCLA.  Congratulations to 
Lauren and Bella!  Stay tuned for our next newsletter, when we’ll announce where Acalanes 
senior boys are heading to play. 

(Pictured below, left to right: Seniors Ryan Hagglund, Bella Wentzel, Lauren Etnyre, and 
Nicole Chapman. Photo credit Deanna Wentzel) 

 

Lafayette has a large contingent of boys playing in college, including Brad Robison (UCSD), 
Casey Conrad (Princeton), Tommy Fellner (UCSB), Gordon Kerns (DVC), Tommy Bush 
(Brown), Jack Hillman (Chapman), and Connor Reid (Cal).  And even when their university 



doesn’t offer water polo as an intercollegiate sport, Lafayette players play club water polo, 
including Austin Wentzel (Penn State) and Jacob Kennedy (Boulder). 

 

Tommy, Jack, Jacob, and Austin are all seniors 
and Connor is finishing up his 5th season as a 
redshirt senior. Congratulations!  

 

 (Pictured, top to bottom: Jack Hillman, 
Tommy Bush, Connor Reid, and Jacob 
Kennedy with family members. Photo 
credits: families.) 



FUNDS 
LWPF solicits for gifts on a annual cycle beginning September 1st each year.  All those gifts 
that were received between September 1, 2016 and August 31, 2017 were recognized this fall 
on the Acalanes banners and in the Dons’ programs.  During our giving year, we were 
fortunate to have 23 individual donors and received a total of $7,725. In September, we 
received another $13,150 from 25 donors, including one lifetime membership donation of 
$5,000 that will benefit Lafayette water polo for years to come. Thank you to all who 
donated. 

 

 
We used the spring survey results to direct these monies as requested by you, our donors.   
 
For girls, recent funding included summer scrimmages (insurance, coaches, pool rental and 
lunches) in order to bring the Acalanes team together six Wednesdays over the summer. 
The Foundation also funded clinics for 7th grade and older, where girls learned shooting and 
passing techniques from Coralie Simmons, Cal women’s water polo head coach and one of 
USA Water Polo’s national team coaches. We also supported the varsity girls’ team bonding 
event and gifted coaches for their time and effort.  
 
For boys, recent funding consisted of supplementing summer coaching salaries for Brody 
Jasper and Joe Welsh; a $1400 donation to Acalanes Boys Water Polo to support general 
in-season expenses, including the addition of Jack Fellner as an assistant coach; and a 
summer scholarship for a current student-athlete.  We also purchased a shot clock at the 
boys’ team request, which will be used by both boys’ and girls’ teams in the future.  Finally, 
we gifted coaches for their time and effort. 



As the high school season ends, both teams have requested strength and conditioning 
training throughout the non-high school months. The Foundation has found a highly skilled 
coach and would like to fund a portion of the costs for this program, with players who want 
to participate paying the other portion.  The Foundation is currently looking for a 
corporate or business sponsor for this program. 

Foundation board members Sarah Mould and Doug Norton are working with the coaches 
to plan and partially fund off-season clinics and other activities.  Look for more details in 
the next newsletter. 

GIVING TUESDAY 

Tuesday, November 28 is Giving Tuesday, a “new” national tradition that has sprung out of 
the excesses of Thanksgiving weekend, Black Friday and Cyber Monday.  The goal of Giving 
Tuesday is to enjoy those traditions as we always have and then, on Giving Tuesday, give to 
a charity that resonates with us.  If LWPF is that charity for you, please click here to 
support water polo in Lafayette.  Thank you. 

WISH EVENT 

Join us for a Holiday Fundraiser on Tuesday December 5th from 4pm-8pm at Wish in 
Walnut Creek, 2333 Boulevard Circle. www.wishwalnutcreek.com. 15% of proceeds go to 
Girls’ and Boys’ Water Polo programs via the LWPF. Wish will honor sales through the 
weekend if anyone is not able to attend the event (just mention LWPF at time of sale). 

BOARD MEMBERS 

LWPF welcomes new board members Warren Heffelfinger, Graham Westphal, Tom Mills, 
Doug Norton, Sarah Mould and Bob Barter.  Warren’s daughter, MB, and Graham’s 
daughter, Brooke, are sophomores on the girls’ team.  Warren will head up general 
fundraising for the Foundation, while Graham will focus on corporate and business 
fundraising.  Tom Mills has a freshman, Jay, on the boys’ team, and Doug Norton’s two 
stepsons Mike (sophomore) and Bennett (senior) play for the Dons.  Doug will work with 
our boys’ coaches as Program Director, and Tom is our treasurer.  Sarah’s daughter, Alex, is 
a freshman and she is the Girls’ Program Director. Bob Barter, a former Acalanes teacher, 
parent and huge water polo fan, has graciously joined our board and has taken the VP role. 

http://www.lafayettewaterpolofoundation.org/
http://www.wishwalnutcreek.com/
http://www.wishwalnutcreek.com/


(Pictured below: Freshman Ethan Del Rosario .  Photo credit: Lisa Dirito) 

 

Continuing board members include Jen Fellner, current President, whose four kids are all 
polo Dons: alum daughter Reilly, who played at UCLA, alum son Tommy, now playing at 
UCSB, and daughters Coco and Alex, now playing at Acalanes.  Past President Meg Reid 
sent two children through the Acalanes water polo program: Connor, who is currently 
playing at Cal and Casey, who has graduated Cal.  Heather Norton--mother of Jack (alum 
Don), Bennett and Mike, and wife of Doug--is secretary.  And Alicia Rowell--who has two 
players, Lexi and Claire--leads communications for the Foundation. 

COMMENTS? IDEAS? 

Please email Alicia Rowell if you have ideas for the newsletter, Jen Fellner if you have 
suggestions about the Foundation, or Graham Westphal if you are interested in 
corporate/business giving.   

Thank you for supporting water polo in Lafayette.   

(Pictured below: Freshman Caroline Schirmer.  Photo credit Lynne McCandless) 

mailto:abrowell@pacbell.net
mailto:jenfellner@gmail.com
mailto:grahamwestphal@bayalarm.com


 

 

 

 

Give to LWPF  

 

 
 

http://www.lafayettewaterpolofoundation.org/

